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Priorities for Oklahoma
GET SMART ON CRIME

As of today, your state prisons are at 116 percent capacity and

are staffed at about 60 percent of where they should be. Thats a

crisis. ... If we don’t address this ourselves, we are one lawsuit away,

one federal judge, one federal court away from someone other

than the people you elect deciding how you operate corrections.
-Oklahoma House Speaker Jeff Hickman

Oklahoma taxpayers are spending more on prisons

to be less safe.

e Oklahoma ranks 1st in the nation for
incarceration of women per capita and 4th for
men. More than two-thirds of Oklahomans
entering prison are non-violent offenders.

e All of this incarceration is not paying off in
public safety, either—in 2013, the violent crime
rate in Oklahoma was 20 percent higher than
the national average.

e In numerous ways, Oklahoma continues to
punish ex-felons long after they have paid their
debt to society. Obstacles like job restrictions,
excessive fees and fines, and restrictions on basic
aid can make it extremely difficult just to survive
out of prison without returning to crime.

Oklahoma has a clear choice: Spend far
more to maintain our sky-high incarceration
rates, or get “smart on crime” by embracing
less costly alternatives to prison.

What You Can Do:

Together ® Contact Lawmakers
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Oklahoma State Prisons Have 4,014 More Inmates
and 523 Fewer Correctional Officers Since 2000
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Data Source: Oklahoma Department of Corrections. All numbers as of 6/30 each year.

Oklahoma’s overcrowded,
understaffed criminal justice
system is at the breaking point. To
avert a disaster, we need to move
quickly to reduce incarceration
and expand evidence-based
alternatives to prison.

e Engage Your Community
e Join the Grassroots Movement
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Find out more at www.togetherok.org or e-mail us at info@togetherok.org.



